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| In which the Nzxckss fx v and UTILITY 1. 
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to the Conſideration of GENTLEMEN and LADIES h 
are inclined to promote this laudable Scheme by 


Subſcriptions or Benefations.. | r 
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INTRODUCTION. | 3 


EFORE we enter upon our principal defignz 
4 it ſeems neceſſary to acquaint the public 
with the origin of this aſſociation, what ad- 
vances have been made in it, and by what = 
means it has attained its profert ge. of per- | 4 
fection. 4 
It had long been m of regret to many 
ſehoolmaſters, in eligible circumſtances, who have 

had an opportunity of obſerving the diſtreſſes' | 
of ſome of their aged and leſs fortunate brethren | 
that there was no proviſion made for them, their | | - | 

widows, and orphans, adequate to their neceſ- 
ſities or uſefulneſs. In order, if poſſible, to re- 5 
medy this evil, a reſpectable number of ſc hoo. _ 
maſters in Newcaſtle, aſſembled July 15th, 1774. "2M 

to conſider the practicableneſs of providing for 

their indigent brethren. And as they wiſhed to 

= Have their ſcheme conducted on the moſt liberal 

and extenſive plan, they judged it neceſſary to 

| addreſs their felow-labourers through the chan- 
nel of the public papers, acquainting them with & 

_ Their laudable intention, and requeſting their " 
countenance and ſupport. A committee was then 455 
appointed to frame ſuch rules and orders as to 
them might appear neceſſary ; and the 2oth of 
of Auguſt was fixed for the firſt general meet- 
ing, When the cammittee were to inform their 
vis” i ” i bretbhren 
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brethren what advances they- had made; On 
that day, a reſpectable company attended, when 


the articles prepared by th 
the unanimous ble of all preſent, and, 


with a ſpeech delivered by the Rev. Mr. Green, 
preſident, on opening the meeting, ordered: to 


be printed. A deputation was alſo ordered to 


wait upon hi- Grace the Duke of Northumberland 


with a copy of the articles, and a petition ſoli- 


citing his Grace n patronage. A. ſecretary, treaſurer, 
and five truſtees were choſen, and a committee 
added to aſſt them 1 in the fata buſineſs of the 


affeciation. es 
On the 2 56h of Avgul the. les and com- 


witer met to conſider of and prepare truſt-deeds, 
&c. neceſſary for the regular and legal conduct- 
ing of ſuch a momentous buſineſs; but ſome 
difficulties ariſing, on account of the truſtees be- 


ing choſen from amongſt the members, which 
were not foreſeen at the general meeting, we 
were deputed to wait upon four gentlemen, re- 


queſting them to undertake that office, who "y | 
r. cloſed with our withes. 


The former fruſtees then found it neceſſary to 
alter their plan of operations, and, reſolving them- 


ſelves into managers, added ſome new clauſes, 
reſpecting the government and management of 


the fund. The committee alſo appointed ws to 


prepare the rules and preſident's ſpeech for the 


preſs; and Tueſday Auguſt 3oth was the day 
fixed for 1 g the 3 &c, to his Grace 


„„ 


deſcended 


committee received 
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delbended to take ehe ofbciatim under his pro - : 


tection, and in the ſtrongeſt terins expreſſed his 
approbation of the great utility of ſuch a bene · 
ficent plan. 

On conſidering Mr Preſident's Ferch, we 
found many things, which, though very much 
to the purpoſe at that time as an' addreſs to 


ſchoolmaſters, would have been unentertaining 


to the public, for whoſe perufal it vas not calcu- 
lated: We therefore thought it more adviſeable 
to addreſs the publit, on whoſe countenance in 


à great meafure the fucceſs of this undertaking 


depends; and we fatter ourſelves, as it is more 
general, it will much better anſwer the end pro- 


poſed by the aſſociation, But if it ſhould hap- 


pen otherwiſe, the tender regard we entertain 
for the honour and fafety of the afſeciation, 
would not ſuffer us to venture it to the public 
under their ſuffrage, leſt the defects which might 
appear therein ſhould be occaſion of reproach to 
the ſociety, or the reſpectable characters now 


concerned with it, which cannot with the leaſt 


propriety be imputed to them, as they had no 


opportunity to. examine and correct it before we 


were obliged to put it to the preſs. In this caſe, we 


account it more eligible, to riſk our characters 
as individuals, than father that upon the affocia- 


tion which may be unworthy their patronage. 
And ſhould any of our brethren be diſpoſed to . 
cenſure us on this head, we ſhall gladly compro- 
miſe the matter to their entire ſatisfaction, and 

* „ vide 
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V | 
divide the merit of this, and all our other endeas 


your to promote the intereſts of the aſſociation, 


— Our's be the faults, 
TL.et them have all the praiſe. | 


The moſt vicious emulation, we preſume, will 
not envy the part we take to ourſelves, whoſe 


higheſt ambition is, to be accounted the humble 


ſeroants of the aſſociation. | 
3 AEX. MURRAY. ___ 


ere 


" + ROBERT GREEN, Min 
JAMES WOOD, 
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AN 


ADDRESS, &c. 


AT mankind are deſigned for ſociety, 
and cannot live comfortably without 
ſocial connexions, is a truth demonſtra- 

ble from a variety of arguments. Their circum» 
ſtances in every ſtage of life proclaim their ne- 


ceſſary rehance upon the common Parent of All, 


and their mutual dependence upon each other: 


On their firſt entering upon the ſtage of life, 


their condition is moſt helpleſs and indigent, 
tender and defenceleſs, requiring the conſtant 
care and attention of others; and they, of all 
animal beings, make the ſloweſt advances to 
ſtrength and maturity ſufficient to take care of 
themſelves. 0 

In their firſt infant years, the God of Nature 


has beneficently provided them with affectionate 


and anxious tutors, ta aid their weakneſs, and 
ſupply their wants; whoſe maternal affection 
renders the moſt arduous of taſks agreeable and 
delightful. But notwithſtanding a mother's ten- 
der ſolicitude for the future health and fortune 
of her indulged offspring, a few years ſeldom 
fail to ſhew the neceſſity of additional care and 
another fort of tutors. The ſprouting vices of 
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infant years are too often viewed through the 
falſe medium of maternal tenderneſs, and appear 
as virtues, at moſt but very harmleſs and inno- 


cent tries, till the force of habit ſhews the ne- 
cellity of lodging the impartant-truſt-of forming 


the minds af youth in ſafer hands, The di- 


charge of this duty is, or ought to be entruſted 
to the ſkilful hoolma/ter, who, unbiafled by the 
indulgent fondnels' of a parent's love, fees the 
firſt motions of vicious principles, which if not 


timely eradicated, may ruin the man, and injure 


the ſtate.— lle ſees the ſpringing ſeeds of virtue, 
and like the ſkilful poliſher, draws out every 
latent beauty and perfection inherent in the noble 
mind, which without his guiding hand, would 


never have made their appearance; but through 


his indulgent pratection, become the honour of 2 
family, and glory of a nation. But further, 
The Rate of manberd in every laudable reſpect, 
in every cheumſtance, whether ef pleaſure or 
pain, is ſuited for fociety. . Mutual dependence, 


even when man is in his prime, and the bload 
flowing in his veins with great rapidity, is con- 


ſpicuous in every ſtation and relation, and the 
great variety of theſe tend to elucidate this ge- 


neral uncontroverted maxim, that 4% men are 
made for ſociety. No individual is of himſelf, _ 
capable to do all things neceffary for his welt 


being, though his wants were confined to ſuch 


things as chiefly reſpect animal life, But in well 


regulated ſociety; the mutual helps which men 
Ie give 
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give to one another, thorten their labour, and 


alleviate their many misfortunes the combined 
endeavours, ſtrength, and reaſon of individuals, 
afford relief, ſecurity, and protection to the whole, 
The difference of genius that appears among in- 
dividuals, is evidently calculated by divine wiſ- 
dom for the mutual comfort and ſupport of one 
another, Some are formed to lead, contrive, di- 
rect, command; others to follow, execute, at- 
tend or obey—ſome cultivate arts and ſciences z 
others learn their maxims, and availing them» 
lelves of ſuch diſcoveries, carry their improve. 
ments into execution—ſome employ their mental 
faculties, others ſtrength of body in manual ex- 
erciſes, equally neceſſary for the public good 
nay, we are furniſhed with reaſon, ſpeech, and 
ſocial affections, that we may be capable to un- 
derſtand each other's ſentiments, hold mutual 
intercourſe and converſation, and, feeling the 


. pains and pleaſures of others, conſpire to promote 


the common welfare of ſociety. There is a pe- 
cular propenſity in human nature to be affected 
with the ſentiments and diſpoſitions of others. 
Men, like certain muſical inſtruments, are ſet to 
each other in ſuch ſort, that the vibrations or 


notes excited in one, raiſe correſpondent notes 


and vibrations in others. Hence the impulſes of 
pleaſure or pain, of joy or ſorrow, made in one 
mind, are, by an inſtantaneous ſympathy of na- 
ture, communicated to all who fee or hear them; 


and fo of all other paſſions, according 4 their 


bk. . degree 


degree and tone; & whence it is, that men | find 
themſelves in fach a-mutual dependence on each 
other, as obliges them to enter into compacts, 

agreements, and aſſociations for their better de- 
Fence and ſupport, that private right and do- 
meſtic happineſs may be maintained = public 
order and umverſal harmony promoted. 

When men. are overtaken with age, the laſt 
general period of human life, with all its atten⸗ 
dant anxieties and infirmities, how abſolutely 
neceſſary are the bleſſings of ſocial aid and ſym- 
pathy, to alleviate and divert the winter of life 
with pious friendly zeal, and innocent amuſe- 
ments! When the appetite is palled, intellects, 

animal functions, and powers of ſenſation grown 
languid, and no probability of their ever being 
reſtored, the frail mortal falls again into the lap 
of ſocial care, and is as much dependent on fo- 
reign aid as in nfant years. 

But not to dwell longer upon theſe general 
conſiderations, which will be readily allowed by 
all who have made mankind any part of their 
ſtudy, we ſhall humbly offer to the public a few 
hints in favour of this laudable undertaking of 
the ſchoclmaſters in the northern counties of Eng- 
land, to raiſe a fund for the relief of their aged 
brethren, widows, and orphans: 


Y Fordyee's Elements of Philoſophy. 


* 
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The ability and glory of any public under- 
taking depend in a great meaſure upon the wi/- 
dom and prudence of the firſt eſtabliſhers thereof. 
And if the contrivers of a ſcheme expect the 
countenance of the impartial, and * ſucceſs in 
their undertaking, it is expedient that the ſcheme 
itſelf be neceſſary in its kind and nature, and that 
it be attended with utility or uſefulneſs. 

Now, if this undertaking, which we have en- 
gaged in, be ſo qualified, we hope it will need no 
more to recommend- it to the impartial public, 
who, with our ab/ent brethren, for whoſe ſakes 


we have been earneſtly labouring, will give it. 
_ countenance according to the degree of war- 


rantableneſs, neceſſity, and utility that attend it. 


And that aſſociations for charitable purpoſes, in 


general, arc /awful, will appear to every one who 


reflects with any degree of candour on the equity 


and benevolence on which they are founded. The 
{ſupreme ſource of theſe divine principles hath 
exhibited his own conduct as the moſt perfect 
example, and given particular rules to regulate 
the conduct of chriſtians in theſe two capital 
branches of their duty to one another. In all the 


works of God, whether creation, providence, or 


redemption, there is the cleareſt diſplay of un- 


erring equity, attended with divine benevolence. 


Nothing unjuſt, nothing unloving in the whole. 
And if we appeal to the /acred Records, we need 
only ſelect one or two divine rules, among thou- 
ſands equally ſuitable for our preſent, Parpoſe. 

| C | It 


(+) 
4 it! is expreſsly commanded, that whatſoever ye 
14 would that men ſhould do to you, do ye even fo to 


'1 Por with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed Rules 
1 poſitive and clear to authorize the zealous exe- 
| cution of our preſent deſign, which, as far as 

| _ circumſtances will allow, is ſtrictly conformable 
5 to theſe excellent directions; for in it there is 
4 no compulſion, which deſtroys the merit of any 
action; no predominant ſelf-intereſt, which anni- 


regards to the intereſts and happineſs of others, 


is the full import of the divine command the 
foundation of our 8 capital rule of 
conducting it. 

We might alſo deduce che lawfulneſs of 22 
ciations in general from their agreement with the 
laws of the land the civil and religious liberties 
of mankind— the peace and welfare of ſociety, 
and many other topics; but all other arguments 
are unneceſſary, when ſo plain a connexion ſub- 
ſiſts betwixt them and the divine Oracles, which 
is the leading glory of any ſcheme or hypotheſis 

| 88 whether civil or religious. 
But aſociations to relieve the diſtreſſed are not 
only lawful, but neceſſary and expedient. This 
appears evident in general from the: command of 
God, which carries an indiſpenſable obligation to 
er along with it. Are there any who could 
but 


them. To do good and to communicate forget not, 


1 hilates the true notion of benevolence — but in 
1 every part ſtand conſpicuous, the moſt tender 


when conſidered as objects of ſympathy, which 
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03 
but once think themſelves under the preſſing 
infirmities of age their widows or orphans re- 


duced to miſery and want, and not wiſh that 


the ſympathizing heart and liberal hand ſhould 
be extended to relieve! The concluſion is fair, 
« as ye would that others ſhould do to you,” in ſuch 
circumſtances, © do ye even ſo to them.“ 

Moreover, the expediency of making provi- 
ſion for the poor, is further apparent from the 


_ courſe of providence, which has always left /ome 


amongſt every claſs of men as objects of ſympa- 
thy and beneficence to the reſt. This ought 
by no means to be imputed to any defect or 


overſight in the all-wiſe and bounteous Ruler of 


All, but rather to point out the obligation which 
thoſe are under, on whom he has beſtowed his 
bounty more liberally—ta communicate a part 
of the good things they enjoy to ſuch as he 
hath pleaſed ſhould want. And as there are 
none who can ſo far penetrate into futurity, or 


foreſee whether themſelves or others are the de- 
ſigned victims of penury and want, nor are any 


ſo cautious or independent as to prevent it when 


an all-ruling Providence wills it ſhould be ſo, it 


is evident, that while men are bleſt with health 
and affluence, they ſhould make proviſion for 


 fuch as may become objects of ſympathy and re- 


lief. But as a proviſion competent for ſuch ſa- 
latary purpoſes cannot well be made without an 
aſſociation, it ſeems reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
men of the ſame character and buſineſs, who are 
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moſt intimate with the circumſtances of one ano- 
ther, are the fitteſt to compoſe ſuch aſſociationt, 


as they, from a ſimilarity of ſentiment and ſitua- 


tion, will the more readily feel for the wants of 


their brethren, and deviſe the propereſt means 
of alleviating mn. | 
It is not eaſy to conceive how happy ſuch ex- 


pedients, and how grateful ſuch chriſtian proce- 
dure muſt be, particularly to the man who has 


got a liberal education, whoſe heart was early 
taught to feel for other's woe, yet whoſe ſcanty 
pittance, while able to purſue the duties of his 


vocation, barely ſufficient to keep him in that 


period, can ſpare nothing to help him under the 


infirmities of age or long affliction when he is 


under the diſagreeable neceſſity of ſoliciting the 
Charitable aſſiſtance” of the humane, or periſh for 
want of the neceſſaries of life. How pungent 
and galling are ſuch circumſtances to a generous 
ſoul! They can only be imagined by thoſe who 


have tender and ſympathetic feelings, and are Z 
accuſtomed to enter into the ſpirit of caſes ſo 
diſtreſſed. 


And to add ſtill to the colouring of this mourn· 


ful picture, if married, the dear partner of his 
happier days is partaker with him in his poverty 
and diſtreſs, whoſe morning of life promiſed her 
better things, having ſprung, perhaps, from 
ſome reputable family in afluent circumſtances 
but now, attacked with the frailties of age and 
Poverty at once: and the little ſhe receives comes 
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"as way which in a former period of life ſhe had 


not the remoteſt apprehenſions of ever ſtanding | 
in need of the charitable donations of others 

much leſs be conſtrained by preſſing neceſſity to 
ſolicit this before it can be obtained. And fo 
much the more wretched muſt the caſe of this 


female be, if ſhe was formerly poſſeſſed of tender 


feelings, a penetrating judgment, delicate con- 
ſtitution of body, or ſentiments of mind. | 

But if there be children belonging to the fa- 
mily, as is frequently the caſe, how much more 
moving is the ſcene ! When theſe dear pledges 


of conjugal affection cry in the ears of their half- | 


ſtarved parents for bread, who, 
Suſtain'd atone by providential heaven, 
ft as they weeping eye their infant train, 
_ Check their own appetites, and give them all. 


A condition, that of guilt excepted, the moſt i in- 


ſupportable to a ſuſceptible mind. 

It would appear to thoſe not well acquainted 
with theſe complicated ſcenes of diſtreſs, that to 
be thus abandoned to extreme miſery, and forced 
to drag a wretched life, ſcarce ſupportable by 


the impoſition of ſuch cruel circumſtances, was 
a conſequential effect of ſome notorious crime, or 


that ſuch wretched abaſement was the lot of 
ſome inſignificant, uſeleſe members of ſociety, who 
no ways merited the attention of the public, and 
might be ſpared without any real diſadvantage 
to the community. N o, theſe calamitous cir- 

cumſtances 


circumſtances attend a claſs of men the moſt uſe» | 7 * 
ful to ſociety, and for no other crime, than ſpend- 5 | ge 
ing their time and talents in cultivating what is In 
juſtly held the glory and honour of a nation— i pr. 
ſcience and morality; who, notwithſtanding, in de 
their decline of life, are generally held in a deſpi- ma 
cable point of view, even by thoſe who in a for-, ne; 
mer period were indebted to them for the chief tune 
dictates of knowledge, by which they are en- pro 
bled to manage the public and their own do- and 
meſtic affairs with honour and diſcretion, and cha 
behave as chriſtians, and profitable members of | cipl 
ſociety. When molt people have obtained what dil: 
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they judge a quantum ſufficit of learning, they erec 
pay little or no regard to the future welfare of  q, e 


l. | their teachers, who, if preſſed by the iron hand aw. 
| pf indigence, are not only in general overlooked, to ac 


| no generous hand being ſtretched out to their his 
4 relief, but conſidered as public nuiſances, and 
I ranked upon a level with the very loweſt of every | fathe 
EH other vacation, whoſe narrow minds, never ac him 


cuſtomed to better things, cannot view poverty 
and miſery as reflected in the glaſs of genius and 
fentiment. But however ſtrange it may appear, 
certain it is, that theſe misfortunes befal School 
MASTERS—A profeſſion of all others the moſt uſe- 8 
ful, and not the leaſt honourable; for is it not to |Mnatio, 
that reſpectable body of men, that every one who Minit; 
fills any uſeful ſtation in life, owes the firſt ele- 
ments of erudition, from the royal potentate to 
the meaneſt mechanic? Do they not n the poet, 
orator, 
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= :rator, and divine? They rear the ſtateſman and 
general, the rhetorician, philoſopher, and phyfucrans 
In ſhort, whoever is eminent in any laudable 
T profeſſion, muſt date his firſt riſe from the pru- 
dential dictates of his preceptor. This, by ſome, 
may be called mere compliment, and a vain pa- 
negyric upon ourſelves ; but let ſuch ſuppoſe 
the total extirpation or non-exiſtence of that 
I profeſſion, for the ſpace of half a century only, 
and they will find the glory and utility of theſe 
characters ſcarcely exiſt. Without the firſt prin- 
ciples of education, at leaſt, it is not poſſible to 
fill any ſation, or execute any public office with 
credit and advantage. Alexander of Macedon was 


oF ; 


2 ſo extremely ſenſible of the great importance of 


L 
5 
2 


L | a well-regulated education, that he uſed frankly 
to acknowledge he was more beholden to Ariftotle 


f 
by 
v 


his tutor, for his ſcientific knowledge, and en- 
A larged mode of thinking, than to Philip his 
Father for his life; ſince the latter only gave 


him being, while the former afforded him the 


=> 
AC. 
* 


means of honourably ſupporting it; — and it 
may be the true reaſon why we have no Ar:- 
ſtotles, becauſe there are ſo few Alexanders. 

It is univerſally allowed, that nothing has fo 
direct a tendency to promote the honour of a 
nation, and the real good of ſociety, as the early 
initiation of youth in virtue and knowledge. 
his is laying a ſure foundation—giving children 
22 portion that cannot waſte, and leaving them an 


—— 
* 


25 
reg 
* 


"To nheritance that will outlaſt time, and vie with 
eternity. If there remains any regard for the wel- 
fare 
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fare of ſociety, or concern for che happineſs of 


poſterity, a virtuous education of youth is the 
criterion of theſe patriotic, and never to be too 
much applauded virtues. If the utmoſt care is 


not taken to inſti] virtuous principles into the ten- 


der minds of youth, vice will certainly pofleſs 


them, and exultingly diſplay its demoniac banner 


—the alarming conſequence, is ruin and deſtruc- 
tion. If vice be once ſuffered to take deep root, 


it will be almoſt impoſſible for finite power or 
human art to eradicate it. The neglect of educa- 


tion is the ſource of eyery evil that mankind can 


feel, or needs to fear: And now is the time for Z | 
every humane man to profeſs, by his deeds, the L 
ſincerity of his 2010s; and, by his liberality, pro- 
vide for the future exigencies of thoſe, who, re- 
rdleſs of conſequences, dare, in this degenerate 2. 
age, avow themſelves the inculcators of virtue 
and morality; — for certainly there never was an 
age that required greater attention to the virtuous | 
education of youth than the preſent, when vice 
is predominant, and corruption of manners ſo 
prevalent, that even reality is rare, and virtue, | 


as it were by excommunication, dead by law. 


Such conſiderations ſhew the value and neceſ- by 
ſity of encouraging diligent and virtuous /chool- 


maſters, whoſe peculiar province it is, 


Jo teach the young idea hom to ſhoot, 
To pour the freſh inſtruction ver the mind, 
To breathe th enliv ning ſpirit, and to fix 
The e purpoſe in the ghrwing 1 
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3 
There is no neceſſity to wander in the field of 
ſpeculation — facts like theſe ſpeak for themſelves, 
and demand our earneſt attention. What a pity 
is it then, that ſo little notice ſhould be taken 
of a ſet of men ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the ho- 


nour and advantage of every well regulated ſo- 


ciety! It is not a little remarkable, that there 
ſhould have been ſo many charitable inſtitutions 


for various other purpoſes, whilſt this, which 
every generous mind mult allow moſt neceſſary, 


has been entirely neglected. And it is ſtill more 


ſurpriſing, that ſchoolmaſters, who themſelves are 


immediately concerned, ſhould never have at- 
tempted ſome method of relieving their brethren, 
whoſe peculiar diſtreſſes were daily objects of 
their attention and ſympathy. 

Every argument that can be advanced to 
prove the expedjency of any charitable inſtitu- 
tion, holds equally good for an aſſociation amongſt 
ſchoolmaſters in particular, for the laudable pur- 
pole of relieving the diſtreſſed among them. And 
it muſt be difficult to imagine what the moſt 
envious could find to object, if it be not inſi- 
nuated, that men of this profeſſion are always 
exempt from ſuch diſtreſſed circumſtances. This 


indeed, if true, would render our preſent deſign 


vain, and to the laſt degree ridiculous.— But alas! 
fatal experience, in far too many inſtances, 
proves the contrary a moſt melancholy fact. 
The meager countenances of the ſuperannuated, 
whoſe intellects, animal functions, and ſenſitive 
powers, are worn out through long attention 
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1 
and cloſe application to the buſineſs of cencklag, 
whole aſpect, in ſpite of their innate greatneſs of 
foul, proclaims their caſes coretched, and them- 
felves the real objects of ſympathy and compaſ- 


- ſion. The mendicant circumitances of ſome of our 


brethren's widows, fatherleſs children, and or- 
phans—the regi/ers of poor-houſes and pariſh 
rates, with many other general conſiderations, the 
particulars of which would be too ſhocking for the 
tecling mind to relate, all conſpire to draw down 
the benefactions of a generous public, and de- 
monſtrate the neceſſity of making proviſion for 
fuch indigencies and wants, as none can pro- 
miſe themſelves a total exemption from; and 
which the circumſtances of /hoolmaſters, in many 
reſpects, make them peculiarly liable to. He muſt 
have little knowledge of what is paſſing in the 


world, and ſtill leſs conſideration about what is 


the caſe of his needy brethren of mankind, and 
may one time be his own, that does not ſee the 


propriety, as well as neceſſity, of carrying forward 


a delign ſo richly freighted with the prectous 
treaſures of Sympathy and beneficence. 
That there are ſuch objects as are intended 


to be relieved by this affocration is a humbling 


fact, and their exiſtence implies the neceſſity of 
the duty, to which religion, revealed and na- 
tural, enforces an obligation in the ſtrongeſt 
terms. The ſacred Records, by a well-known fi- 
gure, make it the criterion of a chriſtian's religion: 
—Pure religion and undefiled—1is this, to viſit the 
the fatherleſs and widows in their aſliction.— 


he 
nd 
us 


led 


her. 
that we preſume not to touch this infant ſcheme 


„ 

And we may be bold enough to conclude, that 
he who is not diſpoſed: to pity and relieve ſuch 
miſerable objects, has, by vicious habits, ſhut up 
the bowels of compaſſion, broken the ties of 
nature, caſt off the ſocial affections, diveſted 
himſelf of humanity, and is become worſe than 
brutifh. 

Having now demonſtrated the neceſſity, we 


ſhall next proceed, in a few hints, to thew tho 


utility of ſuch an inſtitution. 

"Tis certain in theory, and attefled by the ex- 
perience of all ages, that in the prolific womb 
of neceſſity liave been generated the moſt happy 
expedients the moſt uſeful diſcoveries. This 
fruitful mother, always in labour, and pained to 
be delivered, has been celebrated in the annals 
of fame for moſt remarkable and uſcful produc- 
tions —fertile in invention —intrepid in execu- 
tion, ſhe hath conceived, brought forth, nur- 
tured, and matured the greateſt ſchemes that 
hiſtory can boaſt of. Sometimes indeed ſhe 
proves abortive, and now and then the birth is 
monſtrous, and bears the gloomy marks of deſpair, 
but this is generally owing to a want of care, 
courage, ſkill, or power in thoſe who attend 
This ſhould make us extremely cautious, 


of benevolence with the unhallow'd hands of ig- 


norant zeal, prejudice, or ſelf-intereſt, which 


may unhappily ſtifle it in the birth. Let us 


rather be impreſſed with the idea of its tender- 
| D 2 
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neſs in the infant tate, and manage it with that 


care and circumſpection which its importance 
requires; ever remembering *tis a public cauſe, 


the cauſe of children yet unborn, and pregnant 
with many advantages to the public in gon 
and /choolmaſters in particular. 


One ſpecial advantage muſt ds at- 


tend this laudable deſign, if properly conducted, 
which is not only intereſting to the /choolmaſters 


concerned therein, but of the greateſt public 


utility—the improvements which, in conſequence 
of its eſtabliſhment, will be made upon the plan 
of education in general. By the detached, unac- 
quainted, and reſerved manner in which ſcHool- 
maſters generally behave to one another, improve- 


ments in the art of teaching have been greatly 


interrupted. Uſeful diſcoveries, if not ſuppreſſed 
as ſoon as known, have at moſt been uſed for 
the emolument and benefit of a few, and per- 


haps died with the diſcoverers. But, by this 


aſſociation, all feculence of ſpirit will quickly 
wear off, and a cloſe, intimate, and friendly 
connexion take place among teachers, by which 
means the moſt facile and quick methods of 
communicating knowledge will circulate and be 
common amongſt themſelves, and thence be dif- 
fuſed to thoſe who are taught by them. An 
open fund of improvements in the art of teach- 


ing, being the privilege of every member, muſt 


of conſequence be of ſpecial benefit to the pub- 
lic; 5 as the plan of — will be carried 
forward 
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forward with all the advantages of /pirit and 
uniformity. 'In this point of view, the deſign re- 
commends itſelf to every well-wither of poſterity, 
and merits the countenance and aſſiſtance of all 
lovers of a well conducted education, which is 
the greateſt bleſſing any community can enjoy. 
Another public advantage neceſſarily follows 
the general practice of afſocrations for ſupporting 
the aged, widows, fatherleſs, and orphans, viz. 
diſburdening the public of thoſe heavy taxes 
collected for the ſupport of hoſpitals, poor-houſes: - 
&c. as every aſſociation would then be enabled to 
maintain its own poor. In this reſpe& our de- 
ſign further claims the patronage of the public; 
— beſides the ſatisfaction which it muſt create in 
the breaſt of every member, at the thoughts of 
having ſaved himſelf and family from the un- 
comfortable ſituation of being a burden to the 
public for a {mall pittance, and perhaps ſhut * 
in 2 poor-houſe for life. 

I his ſcheme is manifeſtly calculated to free 
| ſchoolmaſters from much anxiety while they live. 
| It muſt often fill their minds with uneaſy appre- 
henſions, to reflect, that, by age, they may be 
brought to want, and, by death, leave thoſe who 
are dependent on them in a deſtitute condition, or, 
at leaſt, reduce them to the neceſlity of ſupplica- 
ting the charitable aſſiſtance of the well-diſpoſed. 
They muſt view themſelves and families with 
ſecret ſolicitude, when they conſider that they 
3 are thus conturaty expoſe to diſtreſs and po- 
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verty. Such reflections tend to deject their ſpi- 

* rits, and diſtract their thoughts, and may un- 

ſeaſonably affect them when they ſhould be moſt 
compoſed and recollected. A ſchoolmaſter, whoſe 

mind is ſilled with ſuch anxious cares, muſt be 

extremely unfit for either the ſtudy or r hool. Thus 

circumſtanced, he cannot purſue any ſubject 

with that cloſe application requiſite to produce 

improvements; nor appear with that chearfulneſs 


* | and vivacity neceſſary to the right conducting 
bt of his buſineſs, which, in its own nature, affords 
118 ſafficient occaſion for dejection of ſpirits, from 


1 the giddy, forward, and miſc hie vous diſpoſition of 
I nmnanp, and the different genius of all his pupils; be- 
N ſides that anxiety reſident in every honeſt heart, 
W for the real improvement of all committed to his 
1 care. Now, ſome ſmall certain proviſion would | 
{i relieve them from all this uneaſineſs about their | 


L domeſtic concerns, and enable them to maintain 

that ſerenity of mind ſo deſirable and advanta- 

111 geous to both themſelves and others. Let it not 

11 be inſinuated, that they may make ſuch a pro- 

it viſion out of their own ſalaries ; for what can 

| be ſuppoſed to be left out of 151. 201. gol. or 

N even 40l. a- year, after maintaining a numerous 

b | growing family. and appearing in that decent 

11 | rank which their office and chara' ters require. 
| | | But further, 

111 Here others will be encouraged to prepare 


themſelves to ſucceed us in office, when they ſee 
proviſion made for them in their decline. To 
| view 
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( 25 ) 
view aged ſchoolmaſters, or their widows and or- 
phans, reduced to poverty and want, is a moſt 
forbidding circumſtance, A man may juſtly he- 
ſitate about entering upon a bulineſs, that is at- 
tended with only a ſcanty ſubſiſtence while he 
lives, and Fbliges him to leave his family expoſed 
to penury and want when he dies Whether this 
may not be one reaſon why ſo many enter upon 
this office from mere neceſſity, and ſo very ill pre- 
fared for it, is not our buſineſs to determine: — 
but every one may be certain, that the ſcheme 
we are now r&ommendin g, if properly con- 
ducted and ſupported, will be a ſtrong induce- 
ment to a very different conduct; ſince young 
men, though they cannot hope to amaſs fortunes, 
may reſt aſſured, that themſelves, under the in- 


| firmities of age, and their families, ſhould they 


have any, would be taken care of after their 
death. Finally, | 


It muſt be allowed, that the hi we propoſe 


is a more ſatisfactory and reputable way of re- 
lieving the indigent and diſtreſſed, than any 


mode. of private contribution ; for buſineſs will 
be tranſacted at /tated times, and remittances 


| pundtually made. Add to this, that relief thus 


imparted, will be received with a better grace 
than if it was any private per/7on or contribution. 
As ſcholmaſters themſclves are to be the principal 


& ſupporters of the fund, their aged brethren, wi- 


dows, and orphans, may as creditably receive 
aſſiſtance from it, as thoſe of any other frater- 
nity do from theirs, 


And 


| fanguine hopes, —And we preſume that you, bre- k | 


plorable caſes we have been deſcribin g. will 


to alleviate, as much as may be, the diſtreſſés of 


And now, brethren and fellow-teachers, -. this 
deſign, we preſume, muſt be accounted worthy 
of aur moſt unfeigned regard, as it fully ap- 
pears warrantable in its kind, neteſſary in its na- 
ture, and pregnant with u/efulneſs to the public in 
general, and you in particular, What remains | 
then, but that we all unite with ardent zeal, 
and fraternal affection, to carry a plan into exe- 
cution, which, we make no doubt, will recom- 
mend itſelf to the eſteem of the impartial public 
of all denominations, whoſe countenance ' and 
aſſiſtance, according to their abilities and ſphere 8 
of action, we may further ſolicit with the moſt 


thren, whoſe connexions are far more eligible than 
the mendicant circumſtances of thoſe whoſe de- 


ſurely never refuſe a ſmall part of your incomes | 


thoſe to whom the good things of this life have 
been dealt out with a 4% liberal hand. Let not 
then any conſideration whatever prevent us from 
doing that good which we again may never have 
in our power to perform; ſo ſhall we bring down | 
the bleſſings of poſterity, and have the pleaſing | 
ſatisfaction to think that we have ſecured to ours | 
ſelves a ſafe, comfortable, and quiet harbour, 
where we may ſecurely moor in the winter of 
our life, free from the inelement blaſts of pes | 
nury ; and that our wives and children, when * | 
we thall be no more, may revere theqwudence | 4g 
of their huſbands and fathers, in procpring Es 
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them the comforts of life at a time moſt accep- 


this 

thy table. And here may we not aſk, how pleaſing 

ap- is the reflection how ardent the wiſb, of the 

na- mind tender and humane, by acts of bounty, to 

ic in drive want from the widow's door, and make 

ains . orphans inſenſible of a parent's loſs; but how 

zeal, much more, when it is ' conſidered, that that 

exe- widow, thoſe children, are his own?—But, if it be 

com- poſſible for any one who aſſumes the name of 

ublic Schoolmaſter, through ignarance to diſallow, or 

and through prejudice to oppoſe a ſcheme ſo reafſona- 

phere ble, merciful, and benevolent, we may juſtly con+ 

moſt clude, his heart is callous, his views baſe and 

| bets 1 fordid to the laſt degree—that he is totally void 

than pf the remoteſt title to the character of a teacher, 

6 os and abſolutely unworthy the name of a brother. 

Vt Nay, ſuch a one has, in effect, renounced the 

nies | name of chriſtian, and is /oft to the common feel. 

Ts of ings of a nan. His daſtardly appoſition merits 

| rata our contempt, whilſt be himſelf is the greateſt 

+ wel object of pity: for who can but pity. and dread 

- Goo the fate of hin, that can inſult over miſery 

I and deride infirmity—who is dead to the ſofteſt 

q Sod dictates of gentle pity — to every feeling that 

eaſing adorns humanity Ie is entitled to our cam 

ae. miſeration, but ought, by no means, to be con- | 
rbgur, ſidered of ſuch conſequence, as to fright, us | 
der oof } out of the path of virtue, where charity, all-clad ' 
of peo "Heavenly robe, clearly punts the 0ay.--Wholly | 
hen regardleſs of ſuch puſillani mous attempts to dif- | 
Hence & Courage us, let us go on with ananimity and 
cpring| . concord, | 
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hits, till we eſtabliſh this aſſociation on ſuch 
permanent principles, as fhall be a laſting mo- 
nument to perpetuate the memory of the happy 
inſtruments, in the grateful minds of many, who 
will reap the fruits of their chriſtian benevolence 
to the lateſt a ges. 2 
And here we would willingly conclude, were 
it not for the neceſſity we feel ourſelves under, 
to expreſs the pleaſing ſatisfaction we have of the 
moſt deſirable proſpect of ſucceſs, from a con- 
currence of- agreeable circumſtances, which have 
Hitherto exceeded our moſt ſanguine expecta- 
tions z—as, the noble and moſt honourable pa- 
tronage of his Grace the Duke of Northumberland, 
whoſe peculiar modeſty forbids encomiums, and 
commands us to be /ilent in his praiſe.— The 
countenance of the Wor/bipful the Truſtees, who 
readily, accepted that office, Gentlemen whoſe 
known characters reflect honour on the aſſocia- 
tion — the many letters of commendation re- 
ceived from reputable characters at a diſtance, 
and alſo from a circumſtance in chis infant ſtate 
of the affeciation, which claims our particular 
attention, viz. the hearty concurrence of ſo 
many of our younger brethren, whoſe hope of 
ſelf-intereſt, if it can exiſt, muſt be an object very 
remote in their view. To ſuch we would only 1 
ſay, Go on, brethren, you enjoy a preſent, and 2 f 
a future reward awaits you the ſolid ſatisfaction 
that ariſes from pure benevolence, unſullied with 
| Aegi ent, and ſetting a * example wor- 


7, (ned ee, 


thy of imitation by poſteri ty, and praiſe from 
every ſoul ſuſceptible of ſuch ſhining virtues, is 
a reward infinitely preferable to all the merce- 
nary proſpects of private advantages, which felf- 
intere efted men may hope to enjoy. All that can 
be ſaid on this ſubject, is, by divine wiſdom, in- 
cluded in that ſacred maxim, © It is more bleſſed to 


give than to receive.” May this bleſſedneſs be libe- 


rally beſtowed on every benefactor to this lauda- 
ble inſtitution, and the laſting privilege of every 
public-ſpirited and benevolent member of this 
afſocration. 1 
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VS Thoſe Ladies and Gentlemen, who are 


perſuaded of the neceſſity and utility of this 


_charitable inſtitution, and, from a principle of 


humanity and benevolence, diſpoſed to favour 


it with their Subſcriptions or donations, © may 


be fully ſatisfied concerning the proper applica- 


tion of their bounty to the neceſſary purpoſes 


which they intend. The want of care and cir- 
cumſpection in this particular, has, in many 


caſes, given juſt room for complaint to the boun- 


teous and liberal ; but, in the preſent caſe, there 
cannot be the leaſt ground for ſo much as ſuſpi- 
cion. In eſtabliſhing the plan, every prudential 
meaſure is taken to prevent fraud, and obviate 


every miſtake that might happen, either with ** 1 


reſpect to the objects of the charity, the ſecurity 
of the fund, or the application of it, which will 


appear from an abſtract of the rules hereto ſub- 


joined. And it may be further preſumed, from 
the noble patronage the aſſociation is under 


the inſpection of the worſhipful traſtees, gentle- 
men of known ſagacity, and undoubted probity 
and the care and vigilance of the managers, 


aſſiſted by a committee choſen on purpoſe, which 


together will render impoſition of any kind ut- 
terly impoſſible, and leaves every benefactor and 
member without ſhadow of apprehenſion that 
their beneficence or contributions will be miſ- 


* Books 
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b * +* Books will be opened for ſubſcriptions, in 
8 the 'moſt public places within the limits of the 
f aſſociation. Benefactions may be given to any of 
r the worſhipful the truſtees— ſent to the New- 
„ caſtle Txchange Bank, or to the preſent mana- 
a- gers, Mr Alex. Murray, the Rev. Mr Green, Mr 
es 


J. Wood, Mr J. Taylor, and Mr J. Waddell, 
who will acknowledge the receipt thereof in 
the manner preſcribed by the benefactor. 


Letters directed to the ſecretary, Mr james 
Wood, at his ſchool, adjoining the exciſe- office 
in Pilgrim: ſtreet, will be duly attended to. 
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e ©: frequent Smallneſs of their Salaries, 


Employments, muſt be ſenſible that a Plan cal- 


and advantageous to Society. 


. 
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PROTESTANT SCHOOLMASTERS 

in the North of England, 

For eſtabliſhing 7 
A FUND to ſupport Ac ED Scxoors but 
MASTERS, Wipows, and ORPHANS. Cha 


HOEVER ſeriouſly reflects on the great 
ortance that Schoolmaſters are of to 


and the many Infirmities to which the ſtudious 
are more ſubject than thoſe who follow manual 


culated to relieve the Neceſſities of that uſeful 
Body of Men, their Widows, and Orphans, can 
not fail of being highly beneficial to Individuals, 


Impreſſed 


( 33 ) 
| Imprefſed with a lively ſenſe of theſe impor- 
tant Truths, a Number of Schoolmaſters reſiding 


Al 


| in the northern Counties, with a View to rdieve 
| the Diſtreſſes of their indigent Brethren, and 
make Proviſion for themſelves againſt the At- 
& tacks of old Age, bodily Infirmities, or Decay of 
their mental Faculties, have refolved to form 
= themſelves into an Aſſociation for the above 
© laudable Purpoſes, ſubject to the following Rules 
and Orders, which fhall be ſigned, allowed, and 
approved of, by all who now are, or may here- 
after become Members of this Allociation. 


RULE I. 


JS | 
Of ADMISSION. „„ 
That none be admitted into this Affociation 
oO L- but Schoolmaſters of Proteſtant Principles, moral 
8. Characters, and good Behaviour, and Who have 
competent Knowledge of the Part or Parts of 
great ducation which they, as Schoolmaſters, profeſs 
of to o teach. Any who apply for Admittance, and 
aries, are not perſonally known to three of the Com- 
Sons ittee, ſhall produce a Certificate of their Age, 
at moral Character, &c. atteſted by the Miniſter 
> and Church-wardens, or Elders of the Pariſh 
PIT where they reſide; in which Certificate muſt 
can / de intimated What Claſs the intended Member 
8 ales t be of. © 
That, 
reſſed 
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Pable by teaching to gain a competent Mainte- 1 


But that after the nineteenth Day of November, 7 


of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, and Berwick upon 
Hef be admitted into this Aſſociation, if n ; 


of the ſaid Towns or Counties, or change the 


N 
9 
5 3 N She 195 


That, for the firſt Year, that is from the 
cd Day of November, one thouſand 85 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy- four, to the nine- = 
teenth Day, of November, one thouſand ſeven \ 
hundred and ſeventy-five, all Schoolmaſters. 5 4 
tually in the Exerciſe of their Office, and c 


nance, be admitted without any Regard to Age. 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, 
none be admitted aboye forty Years of Age. 
Any whoſe Age is doubted of, ſhall produce a 
legal Certificate. within three Months, or forfeit 
the Money paid at Entrance, and be no Member. 

That all Schoolmaſters reſiding in the Towns F 


2 


Tweed, and in the Counties of Northumber- | | 
land, Cumberland, Weſtmorland, and Durham, | 
fie as above-mentioned. 
at if any Member or Members remove . : 


Buſineſs and Office of a Schoolmaſter for any | 9 = 
other lawful Employment; if he or they con- 
tinue to pay the proper Rates as formerly, they 1 
ſhall be continued as Members, and entitled to 
all eee of the Aﬀſociation. N 
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That Schoclctaſters 'of mal time may not 
be dheurg ed from' entering* 1 into this Aﬀocia- 
tion, And 1 25 thoſe who have greater may have 
an Opportunity of doing good to the Fund, or 
receiving more Benefit from it, it is agreed tha t 
chere be three different Claſſes of Fayments, 
both t entering and afterwards, . and conſe- 
quetifly three Claſſes of ſtated Benefits for aged 

Members, Widows, and Orphans. 5 

N ety Perſon becoming a Member may chuſe 

his his own Clafs; and no Member ſhall be allowed 
5 chang e Kor a higher Claſs to a lower one. 
But mend : any Member of a lower, be inclined 
to becomie one of a higher Class, he muſt belong 
to ! it four Years before he be entitled to any of 
Privileges of that Claſs he was firſt a Member of. 

Such as make Choice of the loweſt Claſs ſhall 
pay at Entrance ten Shillings. Such as make 
Choice of the middle Claſs ſhrall pay at Entrance 
fifteen Shillings, Such as make Choiee, of the 
Higheſt Elafs ball pay twenty ſhillings. Each 
Member at Entrance ſhall pay one Shilling for 
extra Expences of Paper, Printing, &c. to free 
| the Find from that Charge. 

Every Member in the loweſt Claſs ſhall pay 
| three 'Shillings and Six-pence every Quarter of 


4210 
. F a Year 


its Privileges; but may, if needful, enjoy tlie 
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Shillings— And thoſe in the higheſt Claſs ſhall 


2 Year—Thoſe in tha middle Claſs ſhall pay five 


[ 
pay ſeven Shillings every Quarter, on the Days 
hereafter mentioned; viz. on the third Saturday 4 
of November, the third Saturday of February, f 
the third Saturday of May, and the third Satur- 
day of Auguſt every Year, betwixt the hours of i 
twelve and two, from the nineteenth Day of . 
November, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 8 
ſeventy- four. The firſt quarterly Payment after ] 
the Commencement of this Fund, to be made c 
the third Saturday of February, one thouſand a 
feven hnndred and ſeventy-five. | | 1 

The Fund ſhall continue unopened for ſtated f 
Benefits to the End of four Years, from the 1 
nineteenth Day of November, one thouſanld x 
ſeven hundred and ſeven- four; and all Mone 11 
received in that Time for the Uſe of the Fund, 
whether by Contributions or Donations, ſhall be * 
put to Intereſt, as ſoon as a convenient ſum is t 
obtained for that Purpoſe. Mg 1 

8 RULE * f 
| To what PurrosEs. this Fund Hall be APPLIED. 1 

The ſtated Benefits reſpect three caſes, viz. of © 
aged Members, Members' Widows, and their = 
Orphans. 5 LO n 

Caſe 1. That if any Member, by Age or Infir- te 
mity, be rendered incapable of exeeuting any 1 
Fart of his Office as à Schoolmaſter, or any - 
2 | = 8 other 2 


five : 4 

ſhall other Buſineſs by which he can procure any 

Jays Part of a Maintenance, upon regular Applica» 
day tion made by him, and his Caſe being legally 
lary, certiſied, as mentioned above concerning new 
ur- Members; if he be a Member of the higheſt 
rs of Claſs, he Thall be entitled to eight Shillings per 
y of Week;—if he belong to the middle Claſs, fix 
and Shillings per Week;—and if he belong to the 
after loweſt Claſs, four Shillings per Week ; or if more 

nade convenient, to be paid once in three Months, 

{ſand according to the above Proportions. If the ſu- 

EE perannuated Member reſides above three Miles 

tated from Newcaſtle, he ſhall ſend a Certificate of 
| the his being under the Continuance of ſuch Infir- 

Hand mities as render him a fit Object for his weekly 

oney Benefit, at leaſt every ſix Months. ” 

'und, Caſe 2. The lawful Widow of each Member 

all be who belo?zed to the higheſt Claſs, ſhall be enti- 

um is tled to an Annuity of ten Pounds from this 


Fund—The Widow of each Member who be- 
longed to the middle Claſs, ſhall be entitled to an 
Annuity of ſeven Pounds ten Shillings—And 
the Widow of each Member that belonged to 
the loweſt Claſs, ſhall be entitled to an Ay 
15 five Pounds from this Fund. 

Upon proper Application, any exited Widow 
may have one Quarter of her Annuity advanced 
to her at the Death of her Huſband, to dif- 
charge his funeral Expences, &c. 

Caſe z. When any Member dies, leaving one 
or more Orphans, if he belonged to no has. por 
1 „ Claſs, 


. 


: otherwiſe. provided for, a 
| thirteen Years, ſhall be F 50 to two Shillings 


( 38 ) 
aſs, . Ss Bis. Children left Orphans, not 
nd below the Age of 


per Weck If he belonged to the middle "Clats 
each of his Children left Orphans ſhall be. enti: 


tled to one Shilling and Six-pence per Week 


And if he belonged to the loweſt Claſs, each of 


his Children left Orphans ſhall be entitled to 
one Shilling per Weck. Theſe Benefits may be 
paid n e if more convenient, and continue 
till the Orphans are at the Age of fourteen Years, 


If any Orphan or Orphans be left upon this 


Aﬀſociatipn, who have no other Means of Sup» 


port than what i 18 received from the Fund, par- 
ticular Care ſhall be taken to educate De ſaid 


Orphans properly, gratis, by the Member or 


Members neareſt the Place of their Reſidence; 
and the Committee ſhall take Care that this Rule 


be! regularly obſerved, and Pay for what Books 


may be neceflary. 
1 Theſe; ftated Benefits hall be ſubjea to the 


. following Regulations, VN 55 


I. That if any ſaperannuated ne enti⸗ 
tled to weekly Benefits, has not paid into this 
Fund a Sum equal to one Year's weekly Benefit; 


what is wanting of. that Sum. ſhall be deducted 


from his weekly Benefit, provided always, that 
no more than one - fourth of the ſaid. Benefit, 
whether Paid weekly. or quarterly, be deducted 


rat m A 5 


2. If any Member « this Aſſociation leave 3 
Widow upon this Fund, and has not paid before 
his 


23 


* 


of his Widowz, what; is wanting .to, make up 
that Sum, {ball be deducded from his Widow's 


ils, Annuity, provided always, that no more than 
tis one-fgurth of the Annuity be deducted at one. 
my Time, whether paid quarterly or yearly... 04383 
of 3. If apy Memben leave one or more Orphans 
.to upon this Fund, has not paid a Sum: equal 
be. to two Vears' Benefit of ſuch Orphan or Or- 
nu ene what is wanting ſhall be deducted from 
ars. their weekly or quarterly Benefit, according: to 
thi | the- Limitation above. ri ft „tles 
up» 4. That no Member who ſhall-j join this Aſſo⸗ 
dar- ciation after the nineteenth Day of November, 
ſaid one thouſand ſeven hundred and Neventy-four; 
or 7 ſhall be entitled to ſtated weekly Benefits until 
c . he has been a Member thereof four Years with- 
Rul out Interruption; and no Widow, or Orphans, 
20k | ſhall be entitled to the Annuities. and Benefits 
8 | above-mentioned, unleſs the Member Who leaves 
) the them has been a regular Member four Years, 
2 and paid all Dues to the Fund, „den 
enti- yp S006" LION TIOTEDT at ton! 1 ANU 
this f ISCRETIONARY BENEFIT: SI, 
nefit ; e oiq nd 3 #5: oe E 4c T 
ucted That the Managers and Committee, or any 
that 


Fan of them met, ſhall have power to- 
ſuch Allowances as to them ſhall ſeem e 
ſary, to Members who have been under long 
| Affliction, and may be in Want —to Members 
may be reduced through Want of Buſineſs | 
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liſhing a Fund to ſupport aged CW 72 


before the nineteenth Day of November, one 


6 „ 
to any Member's Widow, Children, or Or- 
phans, who are not entitled to the ſtated Bene- 
fits, either while under Affliction, or to have 
them decently interred. In all ſuch Caſes, after 
proper Application firft made to the Managers 
they, with a Majority of the Committee, ſhall 
grant duch Supplies as the Caſe or Caſes of ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons may require their Neceſſities 
being firſt well atteſted Reſpect always being 
had to the different Claſſes the diſtreſſed Mem- 
bers are, or have been in, who, themſelves or 
Families, require ſuch Supplies; according to 
vhich Circumſtances, the Condition of the Fund, 
and the Claſs they belong to, all ſuch diſcre- 
N Benefits mult be * e 


= RULE Iv. 
Of i the MANAGEMENT of the 3 

That this Afſociation ſhall be diſtinguiſhed by 
the Name or Title of The Aſociation of Proteſtant 
S:hoelmaſters in the North of England, for eſtab- 


* 


Wi dot, and Orphans. 

That all Schoolmaſters within the Limits men- 
tioned in Rule iſt, who cannot attend 'perſo- 
nally at any General Meetin gor Committee held 


thonſind ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, to 
fignify their Intention of joining the Aſſociation, 
Mall give a Power and Authority, by Letter, to 
ſome 


ſome of their Brethren to act and ſubſcribe in -- 
9 their Names. And, 1 11 | 1 


ne. That all who are at this Time Schoolmaſtem _ 
rave il within che ſaid Limits, who. do not, either by 
nter Proxy or perſonally, join this Afſociation' before — 
gers, the ſazd nineteenth Day of November, one the 0 = 
ſhall  fand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, fi 3 
ſuch ever be debarred that Privilege. 5 toe 1 @ Ys 
Ities That the Worſhipful the Truſtees of this Aſ- 
being ſociation, Aubone Surtees, Eraſmus Blackett, E 
lem- Joſeph Reay, and Rowland Burdon, Eſquires, „ 
es or have a Power and Commiſſion given them, | | 
ig to vuritten upon ſtamped Paper, and ſubſcribed by Lt 
und, all the Members, to demand all Contributions 
iſcre- and Collections mentioned in the preceding | | 
Rules to receive Subſcriptions, Donations, and .= 
all Monies payable to the Fund—to lend the =_ 
Stock and Capital upon good Security, at In- =_ 
ET | tereſt not leſs than four per Cent. per Annum, | 
| taking the Securities in their own Names, as 7 
ed by Truſtees for this Aflociation. And; 4 DH | _— 
i | . The faid Worſhipful Truſtees ſhall ſign a Do- 
cab. Chration of Truſt, written upon ſtamped Paper, | 
aſtern, ſetting forth that the Power and Authority ſo „ 
7 veſted in them, is only in Truſt for this Aﬀocia= | 
men- tion, binding themſelves to deliver what is en- | 
verſo. truſted to them when demanded by a Majority 4 
e eld zot Members, or their Order. £113 : | 
. | one There ſhall. be a competent Jumber, at leaſt —_— 
e. to dee Managers choſen, with a Treaſurer, and | = 
ation, ecretary to tranſact the Buſineſs of the Aſſocia- 
tter, to | : 1 5 : dion, 5 | 
ſome | 
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Sof To chéfe Thall be added eight more Com. 
mittee-men, who ſhall meet every 'Month "tb 
v What Buſitieſs" may occur in that 
TT Time! ITheſe khirteen, or ny ſeven of them 


= met, ſhall be capable tb do. Buſineſs, The Cotti- 
mittee ſhall he choſen once every Near, at the 


1 General Mestings from all the Claſles of the Al. 
* N erte 2945 + 9317 12 . A W 
ſociation. IHE ze DITTEGID ad ton 


| * <JAThe' Managers, Secretary; and Treaſurer mal 
continuc at the Pleaſure of the General. Meeting, 

| w they. receive a regular Diſcharge from their 

(ol Truſt. hen thei Office of an Manager is va- 
it 3 it by Death, or going Abroad for ſuch a Time 


a$scis:thconfifetit with the Exereife ef his Truſt 
er 'Otfice, it Thall Be Rlled up by a” Suhſtitute 
choſen: by che mitte till the next Gene 
of The 6 be tacho 
| Fruſtecs toi receive'all Monies in their Na 
They hall pay all juſt Demäands upon che Fund 
que to aged Members! Widews, and an 
All take Avquittances for tire AM e Cauſe re- 
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Se unlat Accompts to be kept ef all/the Affairs and 
| 1 &renfattions bf the Aﬀociatiot-—have : a Power 
an call the Committee en particular Octafions 
i | anfpett the / Accompts of the Secretary and Trea- 


and do all the other neceſſary Buſineſs of 


i e Aſſociation. And the faid Managers l 
10% | Ay defere łhe General Meeting, to be held 
e yearly: on the Tüeſday immediate y after Whilt- 
; 5 . 4unday, all cheir Becks, Accoinpts, Securities, 
ö 14 | N - and 


* 8 n 
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om. FE all other Papers wing to the Aﬀocia- : 
td tion, for Examination; and receive Inſtructions 1 
that from them for their future Conduct in the Ma. | | 
hem nagement of the Affairs of the Fund. n 
or- A fair State of the Fund ſhall be laid before K 
the each General Meeting, which, when examined ; 
Al- and approved, ſhall be atteſted by the Preſident, 

1379 and printed. One Copy of this State ſhall be 

ſhall given to each Member, and alſo to the Mana- 


gers of ſuch Funds, and particular Perſons as 
have in any Reſpect contributed to its Support. | 
All who bear Office in this Aſſociation, ſhall | 


Time 1 ſerve without Fee, Perquiſite, or Reward, only | 
Trüſt their neceſſary Expences ſhall be allowed them 


in the Diſcharge of their Office, which ſhall not 
exceed the Rate of Four-pence pe Pound of the. 
annual Incomes. 
All Members ſhall have a Right to inſped the 
1 Managers“ Books at convenient Times. 
Ihe Treaſurer ſhall pay no Money without an 
Order ſigned by three Managers. Immediately 
after each quarterly Collection is made, the 
Money in his Hands ſhall be lodged in the New- 
caſile Exchange Bank, and there remain till it 
amount to a Sum competent to put to Intereſt, 
or be wanted to ſatisfy Demands upon the Fund. 
le ſhall take the Bank's Security, and give his 
o the Managers, for the Money ſo lodged. | 
All Expences of remitting Benefits ſhall, pre- | 
Fious to their being ſent, be deducted from 
_ them, and all Letters, Certificates, &c. muſt be 
and 305 3 


8 RULE 


RULE V. 


of EXCLUSION. 


That every Member who does not pay up all 
Dues and Demands to the Managers or Trea- 


ſurer once evey Year, i. e. be Debtor in the 
Books at the General Meeting, and the Debt of 
ſix Months ſtanding, if not paid then, he ſhall 
be excluded. Any Member ſo excluded ſhall 
not be admitted but by the Confent of the next 
General Meeting; and if re-admitted, muſt pay 
all Arrears, according to the Claſs he was in. 

If any Member turns wicked, immoral, or 
profligate in his common Practice, is a Scandal 
and Reproach to the Aſſociation, by his diſor- 
derly Converſation and Behaviour, or by. his 
miſchievous and immoral Conduct. renders him- 
ſelf obnoxious to civil Puniſhment, or the Cen- 
ſures of the Church; upon the ſame being 
proved to the Committee, they ſhall excludde 
any f ſuch Member. | 1 

If any Member is found to be of diſtoyal bj 


Principles, an Enemy to the preſent civil Go- 
vernment, or be found taking unjuſt Advan- 


tage of the Fund, endeavouring to ruin or hin- ZN 
der its Proſperity, embezzling its Money, or - 
fowing Diſcord amongſt the Members; and fi- 


nally, all fractious, cotitentions, diforderly, and 70 
ungovern nable Members, who will not p e aceably * 1 


ſubmit to the Rules of this Aſſoclation, and the 


Determination of the Member thereof, mall be 
excluded. And, 
Every Widow receiving the ſtated Benefits of 


dal tflereto, ſhall be excluded. 


ConNncLUSLION. 


That theſe Rules be printed, and each Mem- 
ber have a Copy at his Admiſſion. 


pay © | That, for the Credit and Advantage of, the 
1. = Afociation, his Grace the Duke of Northum- 


| or berland be petitioned to accept of the Patronage 
bol it, and a Copy of the Rules laid before him. 


| tlemen and Ladies, beneſicently inclined, _,an 


of the Uſefulneſs and Advantages of a well- 


1 Minds with what is the Glory of a polite Age, 
La liberal Education. . 
+ Finally, as it muſt be very difficult to de- 
termine with Preciſion concerning ſo extenſive 
1 a Scheme in its Infancy, or form Rules i in every 
= | Reſpect ſuitable for conducting an Inſtitution, 
1 Which, in many Grun differs from any 
14 Thing of the Kind we know of; —it is agreed, 
that che General Mesting immediately before 
; a 5 the 


- i 
1 IS 


the Aſſociation, who ſhall by her irregular and 
immoral Conduct become a Reproach and Scan- 


That a Subſcription be opened, to give Gen- 
Opportunity of expreſſing the Senſe they retain. 
16 1 conducted Education, by their Liberality for 


the Support of thoſe in Age and Infirmities, 
who were the happy Inſtruments of ſtoring their 
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(46) 
the Opening of the Fund for ſtated Benefits, * 
ſhall have Power to make ſuch Alterations as 
may then be found neceſſary, according to the 
State of the Fund at that Time, and the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Members, both with Reſpect 
to Payments and Privileges, and that the- like 


Power be continued to every 3 7 
General Meeting. 


A CkxkRTITICATE of ADMISSION: 


To the Worſbipful the Truſtees and Manage of the 
Aſſociation for the Relief of aged . 
Widows, and 9 


7 HEREAS &. BE. aped - Years, at 
preſent Schoolmaſter at „a pro- 
feſſed Proteſtant, of a regular Life and Conver- 


of the Parts of Education which he profeſſes to 
teach, having ſignified to us his Deſire of join- 
ing the Claſs of the Aſſociation: 

Theſe are to certify, that we judge him qua- 
liſied according to the Rules preſcribed for the 
Admiſſion of Members. Given under our Hands 
this . 177 
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© Since the. above Regulations were agreed 
to at the General Meeting, and prepared for the 
Prels, ſeveral Applications have been made for 
opening another Claſs in the Aſſociation, higher 
than any mentioned in the above Rules. For 
the Encouragement of thoſe in affluent Circum- 


© ances, who are inclined to be Members, and 
© propagate the Intereſt of the Aſſociation, by 
higher Contributions than thoſe already pro- 
1 1 poſed, the Managers, with the Conſent of the 
Committee, do therefore propoſe the Enlarge- 
ment of the Plan, by opening a fourth Claſs, 
in ſuch Proportion to the ſecond as the higheſt 
of the other three is to the loweſt ; that is, that 
every Member of this Claſs pay thirty Shillings 
Entrance, and ten Shillings and Six-pence each 


Quarter — and that the ſuperannuated Members 


; be entitled to ten Shillings per Week, the Wi- 
dos to fifteen Pounds per annum, and the 


Orphans to three Shillings per Week, ſubje& to 


1 the Regulations mentioned in Rule 23d. And 


that in all other Caſes (the Payments and Bene- 
fits excepted) the Members of this Claſs be the 
ſame Way ſubject to the Rules as the Members 
of the other Claſſes. 
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